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much of a figure when packed in a wooden box, are still a very
respectable number of people, and amongst so many there is of
course the widest possible scope for all sorts of experiments of an
economic and social and cultural nature. It seems to me that those
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experiments deserve our attention before anything else. For a
mountain is, after all, merely a mountain until it has been seen by
human eyes and has been trod by human feet and until its slopes
and valleys have been occupied and fought over and cultivated by
a dozen generations of hungry settlers.
The Atlantic Ocean was just as wide and deep .and as wet and
salty before the beginning of the thirteenth century as after, but